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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Restriction 

1. Acknowledgement is made of Response to Restriction filed 1 October 2004, which 
Group II, consisting of claims 1 1-26 and 30-32, has been elected for prosecution in this Office 
action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 1-26 and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wilz, Sr. et al. (US 6,283,375; hereinafter "Wilz, Sr."). 

Re claims 1 1, 14, 16, and 30-32: Wilz, Sr. teaches a portable device (181 in fig. 8A, 131 
in fig. 6A) comprising: 

an imaging assembly including a two-dimensional solid state image sensor and optics 
focusing an image onto the image sensor (figs. 6A, 10A-10D; col. 44, lines 4-15; col. 62, line 61 
through col. 63, line 18); 

a trigger (the data transmission control switch ( 145 in fig. 6 A; 185B in fig. 8A; col. 4, 
line 40 through col. 5, line 1 1; col. 44, lines 40-67; col. 51, lines 5-18)); 

a portable housing (141 in fig. 6A; 181 in fig. 8 A) encapsulating the solid state image 

sensor; 
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a control circuit (54 in figs. 2E-2F) configured to operate in a mode in which the control 
circuit stores an image in response to a user-actuation of the trigger (col. 44, lines 56-67) (col. 
23, line 24-31; col. 33, lines 16-37); 

wherein the control circuit is further configured to operate in a mode in which the control 
circuit sends the image (barcode symbol) to a separately housed spaced apart device (remote unit 
182 in fig. 8A) together with a set of executable instructions (i.e. instructions to decode the 
barcode symbol) executable by the spaced apart device (remote unit), the executable instructions 
instructing the separately housed spaced apart device to (a) decode a bar code symbol 
represented in the image to generate a decoded-out message; and (b) transmit back to the 
portable device the decoded-out message (i.e., "Optionally, a laser scanning barcode symbol 
scanning engine (without a digitizer or decoder) can be contained within hand-mounted unit 181, 
and the necessary digitizing and scan-data processing can be carried out by the microcomputing 
system within the remote unit 1 82 using techniques known in the art . . . " (col. 5 1 , lines 46-60)); 
and 

Wilz, Sr. also teaches the portable barcode reader having a two-way communication with 
the base unit (see figs. 13 and 19), which obviously the portable barcode reader receiving 
information from the remote unit, which serves as the control circuit is further configured to 
receive from the separately housed spaced apart device the decoded-out message decoded from 
the image sent by the control circuit to the separately housed spaced apart device. 
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Re claims 12-13: Wilz, Sr. teaches the portable device further includes an illumination 
assembly comprising at least one LED (col 70, line 38 through col 71, line 25). 

Re claim 15: Wilz, Sr. teaches the portable housing is in the form factor of a cellular 
telephone (col. 44, lines 1-39). 

Re claims 17, 19-22, 24-26: Wilz, Sr. teaches a method for operating a portable device 
having a two-dimensional solid state image sensor, a memory, and being configured to decode a 
barcode in accordance with a decoding program, the hand held device being in communication 
with a separately housed spaced apart device, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing into the memory an image file in a file format suitable for storing image files, 
the image file having an open byte memory location, the image file format having an associated 
file transfer protocol (col. 51, lines 19-45); 

(b) decoding a barcode (183 in fig. 8A) represented in an image utilizing the decoding 
program to produce decoded-out message data (col. 19, lines 24-37); 

(c) writing the decoded-out message data yielded by execution of decoding step (b) into 
the image file open byte memory location referred to in step (a); and 

(d) transmitting the image file including the decoded-out message data to the separately 
housed spaced apart device utilizing the file transfer protocol referred to in step (a) so that both 
of image data of the image file referred to in step (a) and the decoded out message data referred 
to in step (b) are transferred utilizing a single file transfer protocol (col. 51, lines 19-45; col. 63, 
lines 19-41). 
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Re claims 18, 23: Wilz, Sr. teaches the image file format may be a PDF file (col. 63, lines 

19-41). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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